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Toward a Bibliography of Case Studies in Poverty and Hunger 
2003 

 
(I have not reviewed these books. Students are responsible for determining whether a specific book 
meets the course’s criteria for a case study. This list is to help you get started. You need not limit your 
search to just this list. KHS) 
 

ASIA 
 
Everyone’s miracle? Revisiting poverty and 
inequality in East Asia 
Vinod Ahuja ... et al. 
 
Profiles of rural poverty: a popularized version 
of Poverty and landlessness in rural Asia, with 
additional material on Africa and Latin America 
Geneva:  International Labour Office, 1979 
 
Employment generation and poverty alleviation: 
case studies in non-farm activity in Karnataka 
Eds:  R.P. Slater, I. O’Donovan, Om Prakash 
L.C.Bhatt... etal. 
 
In the shadow of the Gulf: case studies of 
poverty alleviation in Kerala 
Eds:  R.P. Slater, J.R. Watson, RN. Tripathy. 
 
Managing poverty alleviation: insights from the 
field 
Eds:  Jaideep Singh and R.K. Tiwari 
 
Participation and development: case studies in 
poverty alleviation in West Bengal  
Eds: R.P. Slater, J.R. Watson, O.N. Srivastava 
 
Poverty in the hills: case studies in poverty 
alleviation in Himachal Pradesh 
Eds:  J.R. Watson, R.P. Slater, Om Prakash 
S.C. Brahma et al. 
 
Self-employment for poverty alleviation: case 
studies in Uttar Pradesh 
Eds:  B.K. Thapliyalet al. 
 
The Experience of Poverty: fighting for respect 
and resources in village India  
Tony Beck 
 
Poverty, inequality and circulation of agricultural 
labour: a microlevel study of Birbhum, West 
Bengal  
S.N. Chatterjee 
 

Profiles in female poverty: a study of five 
working women in Kerala 
Leela Gulati 
 
Poverty within poverty: a study of the weaker 
sections in New Delhi 
N.D. Kamble 
 
Decentralization, empowerment and poverty 
alleviation in urban India: roles and responses 
of government, NGOs and slum communities 
Joop W. de Wit (Joop Wijnandus) 
 
New earth; how the peasants in one Chinese 
county solved the problem of poverty  
Jack Chen 
 
A Chinese beggars’ den: poverty and mobility in 
an underclass community 
David C. Schak 
 
Faces of Philippine poverty: four cases from the 
Visayas 
Eds:  Ricardo G. Abad, Rowe V. Cadelina, and 
Violeta Lopez-Gonzaga 
 
Urban poverty: the case of the railway squatters 
Elisea S. Adem 
 
Slums are for people; the Barrio Magsaysay 
pilot project in Philippine urban community 
development Aprodicio A. Laquian 
 
Household responses to poverty and 
vulnerability 
Caroline O. N. Moser 
 
The neighborhood sari-sari store 
Simeon G. Silverio 
 
Blossoms in the dust: the human element in 
Indian development 
Kusum Nair 
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Report from a Chinese village 
Jan Myrdal 
 
Case studies on poverty programmes in Asia 
Ed:  Swapna Mukhopadhyay 
 
Calcutta Poor: Elegies on a City Above 
Pretense 
Frederic C. Thomas 
 
Anguish of the Deprived 
Lakshmidhar Mishra 

 
Women-Education Employment: Family Living: 
a study of emerging Hindu wives in Urban India  
M. Indiradevi 
 
Poverty and growth in a South China country: 
Anxi, Fujian, 1949-1992 
Thomas P. Lyons 
 
Urban poverty: the case of the railway squatters 
Elisea S. Adem 
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AFRICA 
 
Calcutta Poor 
Frederic Thomas 
 
Poverty, class, and gender in rural Africa: a 
Tanzanian case study 
John Sender 
 
Nkandla revisited: a longitudinal study of the 
strategies adopted to alleviate poverty in a rural 
community  
E.M. Ardington 
 
Singing away the hunger: stories of a life in 
Lesotho 
Mpho ‘M’atsepo Nthunya 
 
Profiles of rural poverty: a popularized version 
of Poverty and landlessness in rural Asia, with 
additional material on Africa and Latin America 
Geneva:  International Labour Office, 1979 

Women pay the price: structural adjustment in 
Africa and the Caribbean 
Ed:  Gloria Thomas-Emeagwali 
 
Making a living: changing the livelihoods in rural 
Africa 
Elizabeth Francis 
 
Making a living in rural Sudan: production of 
women, labour migration of men, and policies 
for peasants’ needs 
Elke Grawert 
 
The poor are not us: poverty & pastoralism in 
eastern Africa 
Eds:  David M. Anderson and Vigdis Broch-Due 
 
Kaffir boy 
Mark Mathabane 
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LATIN AMERICA 
 
Women’s responses to environmental 
degradation: poverty and demographic 
constraints: case studies from Latin America 
Michael Paolisso, Sarah Gammadge 
 
The children of Sanchez, autobiography of a 
Mexican family 
Oscar Lewis 
 
Five families: Mexican case studies in the 
culture of poverty 
Oscar Lewis 
 
Pedro Martinez; a Mexican peasant and his 
family 
 
Profiles of rural poverty: a popularized version 
of poverty and landlessness in rural Asia, with 
additional material on Africa and Latin America 
Geneva:  International Labour Office, 1979 
 
Women pay the price: structural adjustment in 
Africa and the Caribbean 

Ed:  Gloria Thomas-Emeagwali 
 
Making a living in the Amazon rain forest: 
peasants, land, and economy in the Tahuayo 
River basin of northeastern Peru 
Oliver T. Coomes (O. T. Coomes) 
 
At home in the street: street children of 
northeast Brazil 
Tobias Hecht 
 
Family and Favela 
Julio Cesar Pino 
 
Death without weeping: the violence of 
everyday life in Brazil 
Nancy Scheper-Hughs 
 
Free the Children 
Craig Kielburger 
 
Bibliography: Lewis Oscar 
Pedro Martinez
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UNITED STATES 
 
Neighborhood poverty 
Eds:  Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, Greg J. Duncan, 
and J. Lawrence Aber 
 
Through my own eyes: single mothers and the 
cultures of poverty 
Eds:  Susan D. Holloway.. .et al. 
 
Mama might be better off dead: the failure of 
health care in urban America  
Laurie Kaye Abraham 
 
Faces of poverty: portraits of women and 
children on welfare 
Jill Duerr Berrick 
 
Liquor and poverty: Skid Row as a human 
condition 
Leonard U. Blumberg 
 
How Black disadvantaged adolescents socially 
construct reality: listen, do you hear what I 
hear?  
Loretta J. Brunious 
 
Community support and goal displacement in a 
poor peoples’ cooperative farm: a case study of 
organizational adaptation to environmental 
uncertainty 
Henry C. Finney 
 
Poverty in rural America: a case study 
Janet M. Fitchen 
 
Decision-making in poverty programs; case 
studies from youth-work agencies  
Melvin Herman, Michael Munk 
 
In the neighborhood: programs that strengthen 
family day care for low-income families  
Mary Larner 
 
Sidewalks talk: a naturalistic study of street kids 
Katherine Coleman Lundy 
 
Worlds Apart: Why Poverty Persists in Rural 
America 
Cynthia M. Duncan, Robert Coles 
 
Homeless mothers: Face to Face with Women 
and Poverty 
Deborah R. Connolly 
 

Cold New World: Growing Up in Harder Country 
William Finnegan 
 
No shame in my game: the working poor in the 
inner city 
Katherine S. Newman 
 
Ain’t no makin’ it: aspirations and attainment in 
a low-income neighborhood 
Jay MacLeod 
 
If you came this way: a journey through the 
lives of the underclass  
Peter Davis 
 
Working from the margins: voices of mothers in 
poverty  
Virginia E. Schein 
 
The human face of poverty: a chronicle of urban 
America  
Vincent Fanelli 
 
Sisters of the road: Stories of homeless women 
Louis Hanson—Sheets 
 
Poverty in Rural America: a case study 
Janet M. Fitchen 
 
Rural Poverty in America 
Cynthia M. Duncan 
 
Homeless Mothers 
Deborah R. Connolly 
 
Faces of Poverty; portraits of women and 
children on welfare  
Jill Duerr Berrick 
 
Growing up poor 
William Komblum 
 
Through my own eyes: single mothers and the 
cultures of poverty  
Susan Holloway 
 
A welfare mother 
Susan Sheehan 
 
Silent sisters: a study of homeless women. 
Betty G. Russell 
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Working from the margins: voices of mothers in 
poverty  
Virginia E. Schein 
 
There are no children here. 
Alex Kotlowitz 
 
Down and out in Canada 
Thomas O’Reilly-Fleming 
 
Starving in the shadow of plenty 
Loretta Schwartz-Nobel 
 
 

Rachel and her children: homeless families in 
America 
Jonathan Kozol 
 
The other America 
Michael Harrington 
 
Amazing grace: the lives of children and the 
conscience of a nation. 
Jonathan Kozol 
 
The underclass 
Ken Auletta 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Rural poverty, migration, and the environment 
in developing countries: three case studies  
Richard E. Bilsborrow 
 
Dignity and daily bread: new forms of economic 
organizing among poor women in the Third 
World and the First 
Eds:  Sheila Rowbotham and Swasti Mitter 


